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The Lebanese artist

discusses her egg-

shaped artwork,

covered in Arabic

writing, which is on

show at Galerie

The artist’s egg-shaped artwork is on show at Gale

(Supplied)
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Janine Rubeiz in

Beirut until

February 16, 2021.

For the latest updates, follow us on Instagram

@arabnews.lifestyle

(https://www.instagram.com/arabnews.lifestyle)

My medium has

always been

language — as a

visual aspect but

also as content:

What is it able to

create in the mind of

the viewer?

Repetition is a tool

that’s always present

in my work as it can

be really

overwhelming.

This work is tied to

the theme of my

exhibition, which is

based on a group of

words in Arabic. I

came up with these

words in a small

notebook called “Al-

Daken Wa

‘Oubouroh”

(Darkness and its

Crossing).
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The

artist’s egg-

shaped artwork

is covered in

Arabic writing.

(Supplied)

I used this notebook

to sometimes escape

from my work or to

try my hand at

�nding some

stimulation and

inspiration. Some of

the words are: The

dark, the frightful,

the repulsive, the

fatal, the tormentor,

the colossal, the

deadly, the

horrifying, the

bitter, the abyssal,

the destructive, the

obscure, the painful,

the venomous, the

ruthless, the

secretive… There

are more than 200

of these words that

focus on darkness in

terms of color and

its sacred side, but I



never used the term

‘black.’ They’re also

descriptive of an

emotional state — of

psychological

su�ering, which

leads to physical

pain.

It’s descriptive of the

human condition

that people know

exists but they don’t

go near it and try to

avoid it. There are so

many ugly things in

our world and we

don’t want to know

about them. And

when we do know

about them, it

shocks us.

There were mistakes

when I was writing –

sometimes my hand

would smudge the

text. But these

mistakes are

necessary. If

everything was

identical, it would

look as if it was

printed. It took me

three or four days to

write everything by

hand and I used

plaster to make the

egg.



Why the shape of an

egg? There’s

something

mysterious about it,

as if it’s hiding

something. It is the

origin of things. I

made this egg in

2019, but, honestly,

many Lebanese felt

that it was made

now. In the end, an

artwork should be

universal, through

which people are

looking for a speci�c

identi�cation.

  

  

Topics: 

ADLITA STEPHAN
(/TAXONOMY/TERM/374791)

SIFAT AL-DAKEN
(/TAXONOMY/TERM/374796)

Behind the
scenes of ‘The
Father’: Stars

Follow

https://www.arabnews.com/taxonomy/term/374791
https://www.arabnews.com/taxonomy/term/374796
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1828146
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arabnews.com%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=arabnews&tw_p=followbutton

